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Everett-Groves House, 884 Park St. 

This Foursquare house was built in 1913 for Henry C. Everett, one of the founders of 
Everett, Kyle, and Epperly Hardware, and his wife, Lula W. Everett. Their daughter, 
Eleanor Everett Groves, and her husband, Hiram Groves, inherited the house and lived 
in it for many years. It has some Prairie-style influence (Prairie architecture was 
pioneered by Frank Lloyd Wright). Now occupied by Rauch, McFetridge, Cleveland & 

Stein CPAs, the house is said to have been built from a Sears-Roebuck kit. 
 
 

 
 

Lebanon Express Building, 90 East Grant Street 

Ralph and Grace Scroggin owned this building, constructed in 1935, when the first floor 

housed a car dealership. Ralph and Grace lived in an apartment upstairs. In the 1950s 

the cars moved out and the Lebanon Express moved in, printing press, linotype 

machine, and all. On Halloween in 1957, Grace had climbed to a narrow ledge and was 

sidling along it toward an open window—she had forgotten her apartment key—when 

she fell to her death. Ralph was mayor at the time, and Grace had recently been chosen 

Lebanon’s Woman of the Year. 
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Lebanon National Bank, 809 Main Street 

This brick building was constructed in 1910 by the Lebanon Development Company, of 
which A. M. Reeves was president. Reeves was also both vice-president of the Lebanon 
National Bank, which moved into the northwest corner of the building, and general 
manager of the Reeves-Clark department store, which occupied the south half of the 
ground floor. Following mergers, the bank changed its name to the First National Bank 
of Lebanon, the First Interstate Bank, and, finally, Wells Fargo. Besides the bank, the 
building’s tenants have varied: They have included an I.G.A. market, a feed store, a 
ballroom, and a jewelry store. Long divided between two owners, the building is now 
for sale as a whole. The building contains a basement with a bomb shelter, an elevator, 
and a second-floor boardroom that overlooks Main Street. 
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H. A. Edwards Building, 833 Main Street 

This brick building was constructed as a grocery store for H. A. Edwards in 1921. It 
was intended to match the Lebanon National Bank building, next door, as closely as 
possible. The grocery store opened in early 1922. In the picture here the building 
housed Sherline’s Fabric Center. Today the Edward Building is the home of 
Conversion Brewery, whose owners have recently uncovered the transom windows. 

 
Lebanon Creamery, 853 Main Street 

Frederick A. Bohle came to Lebanon from Salem in 1912. With his sons Ed and William, 
he founded the Lebanon Creamery at the Northwest corner of Oak and Grove streets. By 
July 1913, the creamery was producing more than 27,000 pounds of its Strawberry Brand 
butter per month. In 1928, the creamery moved into this concrete building, constructed 
for the business by E. L. Keebler. Later it was an 88-Cent Store. The building now houses 
Jiu-Jitsu. 
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Bohle Furniture, 836 Main Street 

In 1940, Harold and Loren Bohle, sons of William Bohle, hired the Keebler 
Brothers to construct this concrete building, which incorporated a tin-walled 
blacksmith’s shop that dated from 1900. Harold and Loren leased the building 
to C. C. Whitcher for his M & S Furniture store. In 1946, after completing their 
military service, the brothers opened their own furniture store in the building. 
Note the words Bohle Building in the tiled entryway of what is now the 
Etcetera Shop. 
 

 
 
Everett, Kyle and Epperly Hardware, 804 Main Street 

Under the flat stucco face of this building are the bricks of a handsome hardware 
store, built in about 1905. Today it is often remembered as Groves Hardware, for 
Hiram Groves, a Lebanon native who trained as a pharmacist and then returned 
to Lebanon to marry Eleanor Everett in 1925. Hiram and Eleanor took over the 
family business, and Hiram kept running it for 49 years (he lived to 103). Later 
the store became Bergstrom’s Hardware, and today it is Papa’s Mattresses. The 
original walls and wooden floors are still visible in the back part of the building. 
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Donaca Building and Masonic Lodge, 780-796 Main Street 

This was Lebanon’s first brick building, constructed by Andrews and Hackleman in 
1886 for William B. Donaca. Donaca operated a livery stable, a grain stable, a grocery 
store, a hop farm, and a stage line; served as mayor and city councilor; and helped found 
the Lebanon Canal. The brick for the building was locally manufactured, and the 
exterior ornamentation was constructed of iron. In 1938, the cornice was removed and 
stucco was applied to the exterior walls. Recently this building has been renovated 
again.  
 From the beginning, the Masonic Hall was on the second floor of the building, 
and three storerooms were on the first. Later the building housed a pharmacy and other 
retail businesses. 
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Courtney Building,  
718-722 & 730 Main Street 

A shortage of local office space 
prompted Dr. J. S. Courtney to have 
this building constructed in 1891 
and 1892. Like the Donaca Building, 
the Courtney Building is made of 
brick with iron ornaments on the 
façade. The building was originally 
occupied by a photo and printing 
shop on the north and a drug store 
and post office on the south, with 
offices above. Dr. Courtney had an 
office in the rear of the drug store. 
The building remained under the 

Courtney family’s ownership for 80 years. Recently it has been undergoing renovations. 

 
First National Bank of 
Lebanon, 700 Main Street 
& 40 West Sherman Street 

In 1891, Charles H. Ralston and J. L. 
Cowan had the east half of this 
narrow building constructed of 
brick to house the short-lived 
Cowan-Ralston Bank. After the 
bank closed, following the financial 
panic of 1893, it was succeeded first 
by P. M. Scroggin’s Lebanon State 
Bank and then, in 1907, by the First 
National Bank of Lebanon. In 1908, 
an extension was built to the west, 

not of brick but of concrete. The two sections were made to look as one, with an ornate 
Italianate exterior. In 1932, First National merged with the Lebanon National Bank and 
began operating from the building at 809 Main Street. The west half of the old First 
National building retains much of its original façade, except for finials and roof cresting.  
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Train Depot, 
750 South Third Street 

This is Lebanon’s second 
depot; the first was built 
in 1880 and replaced in 
1908. The passenger train 
that ran on this line was 
known as the Willamette 
Limited. In 2003, the 
building was renovated 
to serve as city council 
chambers. 

 
 

 

Lebanon Warehouse, 

280 West Sherman Street 

This grain-storage warehouse 

was built on railroad property 

by a farmers’ cooperative in 

about 1881, soon after the 

Albany-Lebanon Railroad was 

completed. It is an outstanding 

example of timber-frame 

construction as applied to a 

grain warehouse in the 

nineteenth century. Later Ralph 

Scroggin operated a feed-and-

seed mill and store out of the building. In 1937, he had a new addition built for 

processing turkeys. Two old railroad refrigerator cars were placed in the addition to 

serve as coolers. Before the county took the building for back taxes, it housed Farmway 

Feed and Seed. In 2008, the county deeded the building to Scroggin’s Mill Rural 

Heritage, which in 2010 bought the land from the railroad. 
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Old Hospital and Library, 626 South Second Street 

P. M. Scroggin House, 185 West Ash Street 

In 1900, Pleasant M. Scroggin had a Queen Anne house built for 

his family at the southwest corner of Second and West Ash. The 

Lebanon Hospital moved into the house in 1921 (from the former 

Montague House, at the northwest corner of Oak and Main). In 

1936, the hospital moved into a new concrete building next door, 

where it was managed by the sisters Mary and Martha Schuler. 

The Scroggin House was subsequently moved to the northwest 

corner of Ash and Third. Today it is divided into several 

apartments, but its handsome exterior has been maintained. The house is admired for its 

Eastlake spindle work and its horseshoe motif around a front window. 

The hospital moved again, in 1952, to its present site on Highway 20, and the 

Lebanon Public Library moved into the little concrete building on Second Street. In 2009 

the library moved to present site. Today the former hospital and library serves as an 

auxiliary for the Lebanon Boys and Girls Club. 
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Kuhn Theater, 668 Main Street 

This was Randolph (“Cap”) Kuhn’s fourth theater in 
Lebanon. Beginning in 1908, he put on “picture shows” in 
the New Empire Theater, a wooden building on Main 
Street that no longer exists. In 1911, he moved the former 
Methodist Church building to the corner of Second and 
Sherman and converted it into a playhouse, the Arcade 
Theater, for movies, opera, and live theater. In 1913, R. B. 
Montague replaced the New Empire with a concrete theater building and leased it to 
Kuhn, who gave it his own name. Finally, in 1936 to 1937, Kuhn built this 600-seat Art 
Deco theater, with its façade of Carrara glass walls and jade green doors. Rich and Darla 

Pitts, the current owners, added new 
neon lighting in 2019. 

 
 
 
Gem Theater, 644 Main Street 

This was the first Kuhn Theater, built 
by R. B. Montague in 1913. Made of 
concrete, it was designed by A. I. 
Crandall, a Lebanon architect who, 
with his brother, also owned a local 
planing mill. In 1921 Randolph Kuhn 
bought the building from the 
Montague estate, and in 1929 he 
showed Lebanon’s first “talkie” here. 
When he built his new, bigger theater 
on the adjacent property to the south, 
in 1937, Kuhn renamed this building 
the Gem Theatre. Vaudeville and 
movies were presented in both 
theaters. Today this building houses 
Barsideous Brewing. 
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Lebanon Hotel,  
631-661 Main Street 

A wood-framed 
hotel—called the 
Centennial, and later 
the Exchange, and 
finally the Hotel 
Lebanon—sat on this 
site until it burned 
down in 1911. J. C. 
Devine, the owner, 
had expanded the 
hotel by erecting a 

two-story concrete building immediately to the south, and that building survived. 
Devine finished the new, concrete Hotel Lebanon in 1912. It had 77 rooms (some of them 
in the adjacent building) and four stories. The hotel closed in 1953 and has sat empty 
since. In 1964 the top floor, with the mansard roof, was removed. Since then only the 
lobby and a dining room have been intermittently open to the public. 
 

 
 

Downing Building, 
600 Main Street 

Raised on a strawberry farm in 
Lacomb, Raymond W. Downing 
bought a pool hall on Main Street in 
the 1920s. With his profits on that 
business and family support, he 
hired the Keebler Brothers to build 
this concrete building, in 1941, as a 
speculative rental. It was described 
in the press as “ultra-modern.” 
Downing leased the building to 

Jerry’s Market, a grocery store that remained at this site for many years. Today the 
building houses the Crossfit gym. 
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Last stop! Please stay for coffee and treats. 
 

J. C. Penney Store, 

550 Main Street 

This was the second J. C. Penney 

location in Lebanon; the first J. C. 

Penney store, established in 1920, 

was at 744 Main Street. The 

company had this concrete 

building constructed in 1950. In 

1987, J. C. Penney donated the 

building to Linn-Benton 

Community College for holding 

local classes. Mike and Becky Van Atta, of MBVA, bought the building in 2019 and 

renovated it to create offices, conference rooms, and a coffee shop, Mugs. On one wall is 

a restored mural of the local countryside, painted in the late 1980s by Viola West and 

discovered in the building during renovations. 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to learn about the history of downtown Lebanon. This tour 

was jointly sponsored by Build Lebanon Trails, the Lebanon Museum Foundation, and 

the Lebanon Downtown Association. You can learn more about these organizations and 

find out how to support them by visiting their websites: 

 

Build Lebanon Trails 

https://buildlebanontrails.com/ 

 

Lebanon Museum Foundation 

https://lebanonmuseum.org/ 

 

Lebanon Downtown Association 

https://www.lebanondowntownassociation.com/ 

 

https://lebanonmuseum.org/
https://www.lebanondowntownassociation.com/

